
It is the vision of the Bay Area Community 
Foundation to create a community that is 
united, thriving and resilient. The stories in this 
newsletter highlight some of the work we are 
doing to promote unity, help people thrive and 
build resiliency in the nonprofit sector and the 
greater community.

From our…

• next community conversation, hosted by The Breaking Bread Village, on
honesty and transparency on August 13,

• to a record amount donated by the community to Give Local Bay,
• to a board governance workshop provided for area nonprofits’ paid and

volunteer leaders,
• investments in area students who have displayed commitment and grit

…we are working to create a stronger community.

Together, we will achieve a community that is united, thriving and resilient.

All my best,

Diane M. Mahoney, President & CEO
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Thank you to our Business Sponsors for showing their support for the work of the Bay Area Community Foundation.
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A Note from the President & CEO:
United, Thriving and Resilient in All We Do

Register for the 
August 13, 2024 
conversation!

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion:
The Breaking Bread Village: includingYOU

   A note from Erin Patrice Walker, TBBV
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“Bay City - we had a great time in May! We 
are now prepping for the fourth part of 
the includingYOU series - HONESTY AND 
TRANSPARENCY - in August! 

We already have twenty people registered 
(tbbv.org/live-show)! Wow. Enjoy your 
summer, and we will see you in a couple of 
months as we begin the other half of our 
series. Yep, we’re halfway through! How 
exciting, right?!?!”

4

You raised $185,798 for 
local nonprofits on May 7!
With the first gift at 12:01 a.m. and 
the last at 11:56 p.m., Give Local 
Bay truly was a 24-hour giving day. 
Thank you to our community!

2024 Give Local  Bay Recap
Participating Funds	              59

Total # of Donations	        1,019

Total # Donors		            615

Total $ Donated                 $185,798

Save the Date for 2025: May 6

“I give during Give Local Bay because I 
want these organizations to be available 
for my kids’ grandkids.”
- Community Donor

Summer Melt
Bay Commitment Summer Success Program

Bay Area Community Foundation (BACF) is one of ten Michigan 
communities chosen for a grant from the Michigan College 
Access Network (MCAN). This grant will fund a program to help 
Bay Commitment students overcome Summer Melt. 

Summer Melt occurs when accepted, college-bound high school 
seniors do not start their first semester in the fall, often due to 
challenges faced during the summer when they are away from 
their high school support systems for the first time. 

Whether they encounter an issue with their financial aid 
package, are unable to find transportation, miss administrative 
deadlines or lack a supportive home environment to encourage 
their academic endeavors, the three months between 
graduating high school and starting college are crucial to a 
student’s success. 

By introducing the Summer Success program, we can provide 
our 2024 Bay Commitment recipients with personalized coaches 
to support them throughout the summer, ensuring a smooth 
transition to college and their success. In addition to our 
scholarship Program Officer, Aaron Faist, we have contracted 
Complete College Advising to assist with the program. 

Our goal is that these students begin their first semester strong, 
with the ability to focus solely on the academic portion of post 
secondary education. 

We know that retention matters, and whether a student returns 
for their second year of college is one of the best indicators 
that they will complete their degree. We are eager to see the 
program’s positive impact on our students and will share 
updates as the program progresses!

Start your giving story; 
  establish a fund today!

www. bay
foundation.org

“We are thankful for our donors who 
understand the importance of nonprofits 
and the resources they provide. Building 
our endowment will ensure that future 
campers of all ages and abilities thrive at 
Camp Fish Tales.”
- Shannon Forshee, Camp Fish Tales

Learn more about the 
Summer Success Program!
www. completeadvising.com

Meet Grace Wrzesinski
Bay Commitment Scholar, Dreaming Big

When Grace Wrzesinski met with the College & Career 
Adviser at John Glenn High School, she walked away with 
more than scholarship applications. 
She also decided to follow her 
adviser’s career path. 

In 2019, Grace started 
collecting personal hygiene 
supplies for teens in foster 
care. Today, she’s a Bay 
Commitment Scholar, 
heading to Saginaw Valley 
State University this fall to 
study psychology. 

The Bay Area Community 
Foundation’s Bay Commitment 
Scholarship Program has helped first 
generation college students attend Delta 
College or SVSU since 2008, providing $2,000 scholarships 
to up to 100 students each year. 

Meeting with a counselor helped Grace set career goals. 
She plans to earn a bachelor’s degree in psychology and 
eventually a master’s degree in counseling, inspired by her 
high school counselor. 

Beyond academics, Grace runs Grace’s Photography 
and operates Project In The Stars, a nonprofit providing 
personal hygiene items for teens in foster care. As she 
prepares for college, she plans to continue her photography 
and philanthropic work. 

“I’m just letting life lead me where it wants to go. That’s my 
mindset,” she says.
This story was originally written by Route Bay City and published online at 
www.secondwavemedia.com/baycity

$659,631 Awarded to 
272 Local Students

The Bay Area Community Foundation is proud to have 
supported over 270 local students through our Bay 
Commitment and Bay Area Community Foundation 
Scholarship programs. Our scholarship programs 
would not be possible without the generosity and 
belief of our community donors. Thank you for making 
dreams come true!

Thank you to 
our donors!
Scan for smiles:

Philanthropy
Faces
of

presented by the 
Bay Area Community Foundation

September 23, 2024 | 5:30 p.m.
Honoring recipients of  the 
Peggy Rowley Community Enrichment Award

Robert and Joyce Hetzler
Bob and Joyce Hetzler are recognized for 
their exceptional dedication to Bay County. 
Joyce has supported arts, education and 
community beautification initiatives, while 
Bob has held leadership roles in organizations 
like United Way, the Bay Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the Delta College Foundation.

Catherine Washabaugh
Cathy Washabaugh is recognized for her 
volunteer work. Some of her contributions 
include her involvement with Friends of 
the Bay City State Park, the Great Lakes Bay 
Regional Trail, and the Saginaw Basin Land 
Conservancy. She is also a founding member 
of the Bay Area Community Foundation’s 
Women’s Philanthropy Circle.

RSVP online at www.bayfoundation.org/rsvp

LAYOUT-Summer-2024-newsletter.indd   1LAYOUT-Summer-2024-newsletter.indd   1 6/17/2024   2:22:08 PM6/17/2024   2:22:08 PM



In our strategic plan adopted 
in 2022, Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion (DEI) was identified as a 
strategic impact area. Our stated 
aspiration is: Every person has 
the opportunity to thrive in our 
community—for all, for good. BACF 
received a grant from Consumers 
Energy Foundation for a DEI Pilot 
Program. We engaged in talks with 
local school districts and the Bay 
Arenac Intermediate School District 
to assess readiness to tackle DEI 
issues within area schools. Two 
local districts—Bangor Township 
Schools and Essexville-Hampton 
Public Schools—self-identified as 
ready and willing to take concrete 
action that will lead to better 
support of students.
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Dates to Note
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Inside this Issue
BACF receivds a 
grant to fund a 
program combating 
Summer Melt for Bay 
Commitment students.

Recently Established Funds at BACF

Bay Area Catastrophic Relief Fund
Live for Landin Fund
Msgr. Eugene A. Forbes Knights of Columbus 

Council #3590 Designated, Project & Scholarship Funds
Patricia Drury Endowment Fund
Rachel Sovereign Memorial Home Agency & Designated Funds
Robert J. Shearer Legacy Fund

A note from Erin Patrice 
Walker of The Breaking 
Bread Village about the 
August 13 show.

A student anticipates interaction with a life-sized robot at the Bay County STEM Fest held 
on June 8 at Delta College. This free event, hosted by Saginaw STEM and sponsored in part 
by the Bay Area Community Foundation, provided 217 K-12 Bay County students with a 
fun day of hands-on STEM activities at over 30 interactive stations.

Community Partnership Grants 
application opens

includingYOU conversation with 
The Breaking Bread Village

Community Partnership Grants 
application closes

Faces of Philanthropy Celebration

DEI Pilot Program 
Takes Off

presented by the Bay Area Community Foundation

September 23, 2024 | 5:30 p.m.

DoubleTree by Hilton Bay City – Riverfront
One Wenonah Park Place

Honoring recipients of  the  
Peggy Rowley Community Enrichment Award

Robert and Joyce Hetzler
Catherine Washabaugh

RSVP online at www.bayfoundation.org/rsvp

MLK Regional Scholarship & BACF 
Scholarship applications open

Photo courtesy of Phil Eich, Hey Bay City!

Philanthropy
Faces
of

Welcome BACF’s New Trustees

Photo courtesy of Erick Schmidt, www.erickschmidtphotography.com

Integrity, grace, vision, intention…
these words come to mind when 
thinking of President & CEO Diane 
Mahoney. Since joining the Foundation 
in December 2017, Diane has 
overseen $15.7 million invested in 
the community through grants and 
scholarships as well as a 43% growth 
in assets. But Diane’s impact on our 
community goes far beyond numbers. 
Under her leadership, BACF has made 
significant strides in:

• Welcoming 116 new funds into
BACF, bringing the total number of
funds to 448.

• Offering scholarships to first
generation college students,
graduating high school seniors
and returning college students,
empowering them to pursue
higher education.

• Enhancing community vitality
in Bay and Arenac counties
through the use of our natural
resources, public art installations,
performances, art classes and
camps.

• Fostering open and honest
dialogue within our community
through initiatives like The
Breaking Bread Village, promoting
inclusivity and understanding.

Diane’s tenure saw the adoption 
of four focus areas by our Board 
of Trustees: Early Childhood 
Development, Post High School 
Training/Education with an emphasis 
on First Generation Students, Sense 
of Place and Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion. These focus areas embody 
BACF’s vision for a united, thriving and 
resilient community.

Diane is moving to the west side of the 
state to join her husband and will take 
on the role of executive director at a 
nonprofit in Benzie County. Although 
saying goodbye is never easy, we wish 
her all the best and look forward to 
watching the seeds she planted here 
continue to grow.

Thank you, Diane, for your service and 
for showing us that generosity truly 
changes everything. You were made 
for this work, and our community is 
better because of you.

Diane’s Next Adventure
After 7 Years of Service, Diane Mahoney Resigns Effective Sept. 24

Diane with Gary and Glenda Labadie at the 
2019 Faces of Philanthropy celebration. 

The search is on!
Amy Cell Talent has been 
retained to lead the search 
for a new President & CEO. To 
learn more about the position 
or to express interest in 
applying, please email 
Info@AmyCellTalent.com.

Find Us on Facebook, Instagram & LinkedIn!
Keep up with the latest news from the Bay Area Community Foundation by 
following us on these platforms. Visit us at www.bayfoundation.org.

Todd Clements
1st State Bank

Gretchen Wagner
Bay Arenac 
Intermediate 
School District

Carter Lijewski
Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC)

Meet Grace Wrzesinski, 
a Bay Commitment 
Scholar with big dreams 
and plans to make them 
come true.

Flowers blooming in the Middlegrounds. 
This area was converted from grass to 
pollinator plots by the Saginaw Basin Land 
Conservancy to eliminate maintenance 
costs for the City’s parks department. 
Funding was provided by Lake Huron 
Forever in partnership with BACF.
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