
Mark your calendars for May 7, and don’t miss 
the opportunity to make a significant impact on 
our community with just your cell phone or web 
browser.

Give Local Bay is a 24-hour online giving campaign 
committed to preserving the sustainability and 
longevity of our local nonprofit partners. During this 
24-hour giving event, every donation, matching fund 
contribution and incentive prize dollar generated 
will directly support our participating nonprofit 
partners at the Bay Area Community Foundation.

The primary objective of Give Local Bay is to offer 
a collaborative and engaging way for organizations 
with endowed funds at the Bay Area Community 
Foundation to strengthen their financial stability, 
ensuring sustained support for years to come.

On May 7, all you have to do is visit givelocalbay.org to 
make a donation in support of the outstanding nonprofit 
organizations right here in Bay and Arenac counties. 
Donations will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. on May 7.

If you’re looking for more community engagement, join 
us at Tri-City Brewing on May 7th from 5:00 p.m. to  
8:00 p.m. to celebrate our nonprofit partners with 
refreshing beverages!

How does change happen?

Is it by happenstance? The act of a small group 
of powerful or influential individuals? Through 
some grand moment or action?

While I think change can happen in these ways, 
true change – enduring and lasting change – 
happens one step at a time, one person at a time, 
in a series of committed and ongoing actions.

It can be overwhelming to think about the problems of our community, let 
alone our country or the world. I don’t think that we are expected to solve 
those big problems. But I do think that we are called to be a part of the 
solution. We are called to reach out and mend a part of the world that is 
within our reach.

One person.
One small act of kindness.
One commitment to generosity.
Done over and over again.

If we do this? We will see a changed world.

Cheers,

Diane M. Mahoney, President & CEO
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Supporting Literacy in our Community with Imagination Library
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You’re invited to an evening of 
dialogue and connection on March 5 
at 7:00 p.m. This is a chance to catch 
up with old friends and meet new 
ones.

During The Breaking Bread Village’s 
second includingYOU show in Bay 
City, you’ll experience a diverse 
lineup of guests who will spark 

engaging discussions and offer 
unique perspectives.

We will explore bias and judgment 
in familiar and new ways, aiming to 
make a difference in our community, 
one conversation at a time.

Use the QR code below to save your 
seat at this free event!
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A Note from the President & CEO:
Making Change Happen

Ansbach Platz Agency Endowment Fund
Brian’s House Designated Endowment Fund
Toni and Trish Designated Endowment Fund

Recently Established Funds

Register for the 
March 5, 2024 
conversation!

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion:
The Breaking Bread Village: includingYOU
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Start your 
giving story; 
establish a 
fund today!

Give Where You Live!

“In seeking funds for the preservation 
of our historic building and artifacts, 
Ye Olde Courthouse/Arenac County 
Historical Society joined Give Local Bay 
as a means of attaining our dream. 
Through the years, the Bay Area 
Community Foundation has grown 
our funding efforts into a sustainable 
funding source for present and future 
preservation efforts of our organization.”
Phyllis Klender, Financial Chair
Ye Olde Courthouse Committee

“Give Local Bay has been a great 
addition to our annual fundraising 
strategy! Not only does it give us a 
platform to reach new donors, but 
the additional visibility provided by 
the Bay Area Community Foundation 
for our work and the work of so many 
notable nonprofits has been so helpful. 
We rely on hundreds of volunteers 
and individual donors for programs 
like our Better Branches Regional Tree 
Restoration Initiative, so Give Local Bay 
came around at just the right time!”

Zachary Branigan, Executive Director
Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy

“Give Local Bay provides a unique 
opportunity for our community that 
is so simple for donors and nonprofit 
organizations to participate in. The 
impact over just a 24-hour period is 
tremendous and extends to address 
a wide variety of needs in Bay County. 
It truly shows how we can do more 
together!”

Nicole Luczak, President & CEO
United Way of Bay County

Scan with your 
smartphone
to save the 
date!

May 7, 2024
12:00 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.
www.givelocalbay.org

As we celebrate March 
as Reading Month, we 
emphasize the impact 
literacy has on shaping 
young minds and ensuring 
a brighter future for 
our community. With a 
focus on early childhood 
development, the Bay Area 
Community Foundation 
(BACF) is committed to 
ensuring all children show 
up for kindergarten ready to 
learn at a developmentally appropriate level. Progressing 
in this space is the Imagination Library of Bay and Arenac 
Counties.

Founded in 2005 and established as a 501(c)(3) 
organization in 2022, Imagination Library has impacted 
countless children in our region. With a mission to provide 
access to high-quality books to children aged birth to 
5, the program has distributed nearly 1,000,000 books 
since its inception. Each month, over 442 children in 
Arenac County and 2,575 children in Bay County receive 
age-appropriate books selected by the Blue Ribbon 
Book Selection Committee, free of charge, through Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library via the US Mail. This service 
comes at a cost of approximately $6,000 per month, 
covering the expenses of books and postage.

“There is a misconception that Dolly Parton pays for every 
book mailed to children, and while her Foundation has 
laid the groundwork for this program, local Imagination 
Library chapters need support to ensure this $70,000 
a year program continues,” shares Niki Napolitano of 
Friends of Imagination Library Bay and Arenac Counties.

The Imagination Library is enhancing family engagement, 
improving literacy outcomes and increasing access to 
reading materials. The Bay Arenac ISD further amplifies 
this mission by generously providing “in-kind” support, 
including staffing, printing, marketing and coordination of 
enrollment.

During Reading Month, we are reminded that reading 
is a fundamental lifelong skill. A grant through BACF in 
support of the Imagination Library’s Literacy Campaign 
reaffirmed our commitment to ensuring that every child 
in Bay and Arenac counties has the opportunity to unlock 
the magic and power of reading.

“Literacy is a crucial skill and expands 
opportunity for children, a right no child should be 
deprived of. The Bay Arenac ISD is deeply invested 
in ensuring our community’s children have this 
privilege and we need community support to 
sustain this program.”

Niki Napolitano 
Friends of Imagination Library Bay and Arenac Counties

To support this program, please contact the Bay Area Community Foundation at 989-893-4438 or the Bay Arenac ISD/Jill Bialek at 989-667-3223.



The Bay City Department of Public Safety is leading 
the Stop the Bleed Project, funded by the Bay 
County Healthy Youth/Seniors Fund and the Youth 
Advisory Endowment Fund. This initiative aims 
to distribute Stop the Bleed Kits to all schools in 
Bay County, containing essential tools to address 
significant bleed trauma in the event of an active 
shooter or mass casualty incident. The project, 
extending beyond schools, also benefits first 
responders.

High schools and middle schools in Bay County have 
already received stations, with the goal of outfitting 
all elementary schools next. The Department of 
Public Safety will conduct training sessions for 
school districts and various organizations, reaching 
thousands of individuals with lifesaving Stop the 
Bleed techniques. The project not only focuses 
on providing equipment but also emphasizes 
community preparedness and resilience.

In May, the Bay Area Community Foundation will 
celebrate our 2024 Bay Commitment Scholarship 
recipients with a ceremony at First Presbyterian 
Church Bay City. Each student will be  awarded a 
$2,000 scholarship to attend either Delta College or 
Saginaw Valley State University.

The Bay Commitment Scholarship provides funds 
to students who live in Bay County, attend a Bay 
County high school and are first-generation college 
students (meaning the parent with whom the 
student resides has not obtained a bachelor’s degree 
or higher) who will attend college locally at either 
Delta College or Saginaw Valley State University in 
the fall. Recipients who attend Saginaw Valley State 
University will also be eligible for a renewable $1,000 
scholarship provided by SVSU for their second, third 
and fourth years of study.

Over the past 16 years, the Bay Commitment 
program has invested more than $3 million 
in supporting local students pursuing higher 
education. This support is made possible by the 
dedication and generosity of donors who recognize 
the significance of education in our community.

To learn more about the Bay Commitment 
Scholarship program and how to support it, please 
call Aaron Faist or Diane Mahoney at 989-893-4438.
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Honoring Robert 
(Bob) Sarow, we 
remember a man 
who dedicated his life 
to our community’s 
betterment. Bob’s 
journey with the Bay 
Area Community 
Foundation (BACF) 
began in 1982, serving 
on the BACF Board 
from 1983 to 1985, 
providing invaluable 
insights for our 
growth.

In 1998, Bob’s contributions earned him the Peggy Rowley 
Community Enrichment Award, celebrating his dedication 
to our community’s development. Beyond awards, Bob’s 
legacy lives on through his support for charitable causes and 
community upliftment.

Bob shared his time, expertise and philanthropic spirit with 
various BACF committees, exemplifying the positive impact 
one person can have when committed to the greater good.

As we remember and celebrate Bob’s life, we’re reminded of 
the influence one individual can have on their community. 
Bob’s dedication endures through the Bay Area Community 
Foundation’s Legacy Society.

The Legacy Society is an exclusive group honoring donors 
who include BACF in their estate plans. Whether through a 
will, trust, IRA, life insurance policy or other planned giving, 
members ensure their charitable legacies persist.

By joining the Legacy Society, you create a lasting impact. Your 
planned gift supports causes dear to you, leaving a mark on 
our community’s future. It’s a straightforward process: share 
your planned gift intentions with us.

In tribute to Bob’s memory, we invite you to join us. Together, 
we can make a difference in the Bay Area community, just as 
Bob did. Let’s pave the way for a brighter tomorrow.

Dates to Note
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Save the date for May 7!
Give Local Bay is back. 
Read how this 24-hour 
day of giving cultivates 
community connection. 

Are you ready to 
establish your legacy? 
Contanct Diane Mahoney 
at 989.893.4438 or 
dmahoney@bayfoundation.org. 

The Breaking Bread Village: includingYOU
On January 9, The Breaking Bread Village hosted 

the first includingYOU conversation at the Pere 
Marquette Depot. These dialogues, presented 

in partnership with the Bay Area Community 
Foundation, foster honest and open 
discussions within our community. The 
night was filled with wisdom, inspiration 
and thought-provoking insights from both 

panelists and attendees. Stay engaged as we 
continue these conversations throughout the 

year on our Facebook and Instagram; learn more 
about the March 5 show on page 2!

Learn about the 
importance of the 
Imagination Library on 
early childhood literacy in 
Bay and Arenac counties.

Tuesday, May 7 
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Hosted by 
Bay Area Community Foundation & 
Tri-City Brewing Company 

Tri-City Brewing Company is 
donating $1 per drink on May 7, 

from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., to the 
Give Local Bay match pool.

Panelists Scott Ellis, Phil Eich and Trashan Rena engaged in thought-
provoking conversation during the first includingYOU event hosted 
by The Breaking Bread Village on January 9, 2024, at the Pere 
Marquette Depot. The second free show will be held on March 5 at 
7:00 p.m. Register at TBBV.org.

“The closer 
we get to making 

society synonymous 
with community, the 
more successful we 

will be.” 
Trashan Rena
Panelist

includingYOU conversation with 
The Breaking Bread Village

Community Partnership Grant 
Application closes

•	 Give Local Bay 2024
•	 Sip Sip Hooray for Give Local 

includingYOU conversation with 
The Breaking Bread Village

Bay Commitment Scholarship 
Award Reception

Register for the 
March 5 (7:00 p.m.) 
conversation!

Project Aims to Save Lives And 
Strengthen Our Community

2024 Bay Commitment 
Scholars

Philanthropy
Faces
of

09
23
24

SAVE THE DATE

Honoring recipients of  the  
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