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A Note from the President & CEO:
Philanthropy Begins at Home - Join Us on May 6

Keeping philanthropy local—what does that look like,
and why does it matter? More than we often realize, local
giving touches all of us in profound ways.

Think about a time when you needed support.

Maybe a loved one passed away, you welcomed a new
baby, or you faced a difficult recovery. In those moments,
your community showed up. A neighbor dropped off a
home-cooked meal. A friend watched your child so you
could rest. Someone sat by your side in a hospital room.
These acts of kindness are philanthropy in its purest form—an expression of care
for one another.

Philanthropy isn’t just about financial giving; it’s about showing up. It’s about
celebrating together in good times and carrying each other through hardships.
At its heart, it’s a commitment to our shared humanity—rooted in empathy,
connection, and generosity.

On May 6, we invite you to be part of Give Local Bay, a 24-hour online giving event
supporting over 60 local nonprofits. These organizations serve our community
every day, and this is our chance to give back.

You can make a difference in many ways. Whether you donate to a cause close to
your heart, contribute to the match pool to amplify giving, or spread the word to
champion a nonprofit’s mission, we all show up in different ways and we are all
made for this.

When we give locally, we strengthen the very fabric of our community. We take
care of our neighbors, ensuring that support is there when it’s needed most. And
in doing so, we create a cycle of generosity—where giving and receiving flow
naturally, reminding us that we’re all in this together.

Join us on May 6. Let’s lift the organizations that lift us every day.
With gratitude,

S U/

Shawna S. Walraven, President & CEO

Connection and Inclusion:
The Breaking Bread Village: Live Show Experience Tour

A note from Erin Patrice Walker, TBBV

TBBV is thrilled to embark on another live
show experience tour across the Great Lakes
Bay Region! With six impactful shows, each
stop promises thought-provoking dialogue
and community connection.

BACF, in partnership with Delta College,

will host the 3rd stop at the Delta College
Planetarium on April 29. This conversation
asks, “Are we doing too much or not enough?”

T TS X

Save the date and register at tbbv.org/live-
show.

www.bayfoundation.org

Get Ready for Give Local Bay 2025

Join Us for a Day of Giving, Celebration, and Lasting Impact!
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May 6, 2025 | www.GiveLocalBay.org

We are thrilled to announce that registration is now

open for Give Local Bay 2025! This 24-hour giving event,

hosted by the Bay Area Community Foundation, unites
our community to support the incredible work of local
nonprofits. It provides a unique opportunity to build
nonprofit endowments, address immediate needs, and

make a lasting impact on the community. When you donate

during Give Local Bay, your gift is amplified by a match

pool and incentive prizes, thanks to the generosity of our

community.

<

5.;(-.2 <

Bay Area

community foundation

This year, we will be partnering with Michigan Cream &

Sugar Ice Cream Company in Uptown Bay City for Give Local

Bay! On May 6, 10% of all ice cream sales will be donated

to the match pool. Plus, our YAC students will be serving as
honorary guest scoopers for the day! Mark your calendars

and stop by for a sweet treat that gives back!
To further add to the excitement, you can join us at Pere

Marquette Depot for an all-day celebration, including lunch
hour food trucks, a dunk tank activity (coordinated by our
YAC students), and opportunities to raise additional funds

and win incentive prizes!

For more details and future

E announcements, be sure to
follow us on social media. To

.I stay in the loop with all the

latest Give Local Bay news,

scan the QR code to the left

E and sign up for email event

communications!

On the day of Give Local Bay, join us at Tri City Brewing
Company from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. for Sip Sip Hooray!

For every drink purchased, Tri City Brewing Company
will donate $1 to support the nonprofit partners
participating in Give Local Bay 2025.

All donations from this event will be added to the Give
Local Bay incentive pool, making your contributions
even more impactful.

It’s a fantastic way to celebrate a day of giving while
enjoying great drinks and connecting with others who
care about our community!

Building Stronger Bay County Neighborhoods
The Neighborhood Grant Program

APPLY FOR A NEIGHBORHOOD
GRANT TODAY! —_—

For more information, visit: : - | .
bayfoundation.org/grant-programs e fj

The Bay Area Community Foundation’s
Neighborhood Grant Program, designed to
strengthen Bay County neighborhoods, furthers
inclusion and community-building. This pilot
program supports community-led initiatives that
bring neighbors together and create positive
change.

The program supports projects that:

+ Develop stronger relationships among neighbors
(e.g., block parties, outdoor movie nights).

« Strengthen neighborhood identity through
community pride initiatives (e.g., cleanups,
community gardens).

Eligible applicants include 501(c)3 nonprofits,

schools, government entities, churches, or

neighborhood groups applying through a fiduciary.

Projects must be within Bay County and actively

involve neighborhood residents in planning

and implementation. Grants of up to $1,000 are

available, with the total project budget allowed

to exceed this amount. Applications can be

submitted up to six months in advance and no

later than 30 days before the event. Projects must
be completed within six months of funding, with
afinal report due one month after completion.

« Connect community members and nonprofits to
address common issues (e.g., neighborhood
watch, educational programs).

Applications are due on the 1st of each month,
with funding decisions made by the 15th and
distributions within 14 days if approved.

Ready to make a difference in your neighborhood?
Apply today and help build a stronger, more
connected Bay County community!

2025 Business Sponsors

Thank you to our Business Sponsors for showing their support for the work of the Bay Area Community Foundation.
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Forward Corporation Celebrates 100 Years
of Tradition and Community Impact

This year, Forward Corporation

proudly celebrates 100 years

of business. A milestone that
g wouldn’t be possible without the
» loyal support of the community

and customers who have stood

by them for the past century.
From its humble beginnings in Standish to its expansion
to Alger and West Branch, Forward Corporation has grown
into a thriving, fifth-generation, family-owned company
with 33 locations across Northern Michigan and the
Thumb.

With 10 diverse divisions, Forward Corporation’s reach
spans industries ranging from energy and convenience
stores to screen printing, candles, and even pizza.
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Locally, they
own ldeal Party
Stores in Bay
City and the

Lumberjack
Restaurant
and Lodge in
West Branch. =,
Through all their
ventures, one
theme remains
constant. Their
deep-rooted
commitment to
community.
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Photo courtesy of Forward Corporation (above); in 1980, a Quality in Hotel
was added to the property in West Branch. Further diversification came to
Forward Corporation in 1987 with hte merger of MacTaggart Wholesale.

Long before

[-75 connected
Michiganders to
their northern
getaways, Forward
. Corporation was

1 afamiliar sight

. along the journey,
embodying their
motto, “Your Ml
tradition since
1925

Photo courtesy of Forward Corporation (above); the company built the first
service plazas in Standish, Alger, and West Branch, offering travlers clean
restrooms and the convenience of one-stop shopping for gasoline and food.

Start your giving story;
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For generations, the company has been a part of family
traditions and community memories; to empower and give
back to the communities that have supported them for 100
years.

Guided by a vision to benefit future leaders and
generations, Forward Corporation has long demonstrated
its commitment to philanthropy. Their annual golf outing,
now in its 39th year, has raised funds for causes such as the
Special Olympics and Women'’s Dyslexia programs. This
highly anticipated event has become their largest annual
fundraiser, with this year’s outing set for August 26.

Building on this legacy of giving, Forward Corporation has
taken the next step in solidifying its community impact

by establishing a new fund with the Bay Area Community
Foundation. This partnership was born from their desire
to continue “fueling the fire” of community support in
Arenac County, the heart of their operations. This fund
will build upon the company’s longstanding tradition of
philanthropy and ensure that its legacy of giving back
continues to benefit the community for generations to
come.

“We love to make good waves in the community,” shared
the Forward Corporation team. This fund is not only a
celebration of their rich history but also a commitment to
the future. Just as they’ve been there for Michiganders’
journeys for the past 100 years, they’re paving the way for
the next century of community growth and leadership.

The Bay Area Community Foundation is thrilled to partner
with Forward Corporation on this impactful initiative

and looks forward to witnessing the positive change it
will bring to the community. Here’s to honoring the past,
celebrating the present, and empowering the future,
together.
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Dates to Note

Grant application cycle closes

TBBV Live Show Experience Tour
hosted by BACF and Delta College

Give Local Bay and Sip Sip Hooray

Established Funds
at BACF

Forward Corporation Advised Fund

Eileen and Eric Curtis Family Fund

Robert G. and Jane L. Hagen Family Scholarship Fund
Fogelsonger Family Fund

Richard J. and Janet M. VanAkker Fund
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Excellence. Accountability. Impact™

A community united, thriving, and resilient

MISSION

Building community through generosity, leadership and strategic grantmaking
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