
At BACF, we know that change is constant, and when 
embraced thoughtfully, it allows us to be more efficient, 
sustainable, and focused on serving our community. Our 
continued adaptability ensures that while our methods 
evolve, our mission remains steady; to steward your 
generosity with the utmost care.
As part of this commitment, we are streamlining the way 
we share information. Moving forward, our newsletters 
will be distributed twice annually, in the Fall and Spring, 
while the most up-to-date versions will always be 

available online at bayfoundation.org/about-us/news-publications.
We also recognize the growing importance of timely, convenient, and sustainable 
communication. That’s why we are encouraging our partners to update 
their communication preferences and consider choosing email. Electronic 
communications will aid us in reducing costs and our environmental impact; while 
ensuring you receive fund statements, updates, and announcements conveniently 
and consistently.
Your partnership makes BACF stronger, and by adapting together, we can dedicate 
more resources to what truly matters, serving our community. Please take a 
moment to visit our website homepage to update your preferences today.
Thank you for enduring change with us, your commitment and flexibility help us 
continue to build a stronger Bay Area for generations to come.
With gratitude, 

Shawna S. Walraven, President & CEO
Scan here to update 
your communication 

preferences!
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We are so grateful for donors like Kylie, who show up year after year to support 
causes they care about during Give Local Bay! This spirit of giving strengthens our 
entire community, and we couldn’t do it without you. Check out the article from 
Route Bay City by visiting secondwavemedia.com/baycity to read more, and thank 
you to everyone who made this year’s Give Local Bay so special!
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Thank you to our Business Sponsors for showing their support for the work of the Bay Area Community Foundation.
2025 Business Sponsors
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A Note from the President & CEO:
Honoring Our Mission, Evolving Our Communications

One Donor’s Strategic Giving Multiplies Impact
for Give Local Bay Beneficiaries       
       Read the Article from Route Bay City!
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Northeast Michigan Arts Council Summer Arts Camp
Inspiring Creativity in Arenac County

Since 1990, the Northeast Michigan Arts Council (NEMAC) 
has hosted its one-week Youth Fine Arts Camp at the 
Northeast Art Center in Standish. What began as a cultural 
journey exploring different countries has grown into 
a program dedicated exclusively to the arts, bringing 
opportunities to young people in a community where arts 
programming is not offered in schools until high school.

This year, with support from the Arenac Committee Fund, 
an affiliate fund of the Bay Area Community Foundation, 
students ages 8–13 participated in camp from July 21–25, 
choosing between Drawing & Painting, Mixed Media, 
or Performing Arts. Certified instructors and student 
assistants led classes, helping participants explore new art 
techniques, build confidence, and connect with peers from 
across the county. Tuition was kept at a cost-effective price 
per student, far below the $200+ that similar programs in 
neighboring counties charge, ensuring that local families 
could access the program, with scholarships available to 
further reduce costs.

The camp fills a vital gap for Arenac County students, 
where no formal art curriculum exists in elementary 
grades. By introducing children to the arts early, 
NEMAC helps spark lifelong interest and learning. Many 
alumni have gone on to pursue the arts in high school 
and beyond, with some even returning as instructors to 
teach the next generation.
The week culminated in the 34th Annual Open House 
Showcase, where families and friends filled the 
Northeast Art Center to enjoy gallery-style exhibits, 
a theatrical play, music, and dance performances. 
Generations of community members gathered to 
celebrate the impact of programming, recalling their 
own memories as campers years ago.
Thanks to grant support and community commitment, 
NEMAC continues to ensure that arts opportunities 
remain accessible in Arenac County, inspiring creativity 
and connection year after year.

Calling All Student Leaders! Apply to YAC Today
Accepting applications from Bay County students in grades 7-12 through September 19, 2025.

Bay County students in grades 7–12 who want to make 
an impact have the opportunity to 
apply to the Bay Area Community 
Foundation’s Youth Advisory 
Committee (YAC). 
Applications are being accepted 
through September 19, 2025. YAC 
members work together to learn about 

community needs, develop leadership skills, and award 
grants that support local youth programs.
Students can apply through the link on our website, or by 
scanning the QR code on the left! For questions or more 
information, contact us at bacfnd@bayfoundation.org

Welcome to our Board of Trustees!

Ian Anderson
Bay City Central High School Senior

Youth Advisory Committee (YAC)

Philip Johnson
Pastor

Apostolic Life Church

Marie Fox
State Administrative Manager

Michigan Department of Treasury

Michael Mirto
Owner/Principal

Mirto Consulting LLC

Photo courtesy of Gail Schmidt with Northeast Michigan Arts Council
Student artwork showcase at Youth Arts Camp.

Photo courtesy of Gail Schmidt with Northeast Michigan Arts Council
Left to Right: Dale Wiltse (ACF Committee Member), Andy Dwan (ACF Committee Member), Gale Schmidt (NEMAC), and Performing 
Arts Instructor Chelsea O’Neal. 

Photo courtesy of Gail Schmidt with Northeast 
Michigan Arts Council
Left: Students participating in the Drawing & 
Painting portion of the Youth Arts Camp.

Photo courtesy of Gail Schmidt with Northeast 
Michigan Arts Council

Right: Students artwork from the Mixed Media 
portion of the Youth Arts Camp.
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Nonprofit Workshop: Board Fundamentals
Launch Your Future: Scholarship and 
Financial Aid Workshop

Bay Commitment Scholarships & MLK 
Regional Scholarship Open & Close

Photo courtesy of Gail Schmidt with Northeast Michigan Arts Council
Youth student showcasing their artistic creation at the Youth Arts Camp.

The Bay Area Community Foundation is excited to host our 
upcoming scholarship and financial aid workshop, Launch 
Your Future, a free event designed to empower both high 
school seniors and adult learners as they take the next step 
toward education and training. 

Join us on Thursday, November 13, from 4:00–6:00 p.m. at 
the Delta College Planetarium in Downtown Bay City! This 
hands-on event will guide attendees through essential 
steps for pursuing post-secondary education, including 
completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), exploring college and certification programs, and 
connecting with local resources.

Bay Area Community Foundation Board of Trustees 
Scholarship
Bay County’s Bright Foundations Fund
New Dimensions Agency Endowment Fund

Recently 
Established Funds 
at BACF

Learn about YAC and 
how you can get involved 
and apply today!

Madi Syring, Program Officer
Nicole Horn, Donor Relations & Communications Officer
Frances Moore, Program and Finance Associate

Launch Your Future: Scholarship and Financial Aid Workshop
Join Us on November 13, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Delta College Planetarium!

Highlights include:
Featured Presentations
•	 FAFSA support from Delta College
•	 “Get Money! How to Graduate Debt-Free” by Anderson 

Bearden, with Complete College Advising
•	 Guidance from BACF staff on FAFSA completion and 

BACF scholarship applications.
Exhibitors 
Representatives from Delta College, Saginaw Valley State 
University, Michigan Works, Northwood University, Central 
Michigan University, the U.S. branches of the military, 
and UA Local 85 will be available to answer questions and 
share opportunities.
Scholarship Giveaways
Two $1,000 scholarships will be awarded, one to a rising 
high school senior and one to an adult learner. To be 
eligible, participants must register in advance and be 
present at the event.

Registration is highly encouraged. For 
details and to register, scan our QR 
code! 
Don’t miss this chance to launch your 
future with the tools, knowledge, and 
support you need for success!

Nonprofit Workshop: Board Fundamentals
Join Us on November 13, from 8:30 a.m.- 12:00:00 p.m. at the Pere Marquette Depot!

If you serve on a board, advise a board, or even think you 
may one day join a board, this workshop is for you! The 
Bay Area Community Foundation, in partnership with the 
Bay Area Chamber of Commerce and Bay Future, Inc., 
invites you to our upcoming Nonprofit Workshop: Board 
Fundamentals on Thursday, November 13, 2025, at the 
Pere Marquette Depot (1000 Adams St., Bay City) in the 
1904 Room. 
 
Renowned nonprofit expert Robert “Bob” Harris, CAE, 
will share practical insights from his career in association 
management to help your nonprofit strengthen its 
leadership and operations. 
 
Topics include:
•	 Board responsibilities
•	 Board and staff distinction

•	 Governing documents and board orientation
•	 Strategic roadmaps
•	 Committee management
•	 Smart meeting practices 

 
The program runs from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., followed 
by lunch and networking with 
nonprofit peers. 
 
Registration is highly encouraged. 
For details and to register, scan   
our QR code!  
 
Want to learn more about our 
featured speaker, Robert “Bob” Harris, CAE? Visit our 
Facebook event page on the Bay Area Community       

Grant Cycle Opens

General Scholarships Open & Close

MLK Scholarship Regional Event Celebration


